
Campaign finance reform
1) Will you commit to fully fund and oversee implementation of the Fair Elections Act?

Yes.

My commitment to campaign finance reform started in 2012 with Initiative 70, the 
grassroots effort to ban corporate contributions in DC local elections. I introduced bills 
both last session and this session to do the same, and I was pleased this was 
incorporated into the Fair Elections bill. If a candidate chooses to participate in the small 
donor matching program, the candidate cannot accept corporate donations.

I believe that Fair Elections will amplify the voices of voters, reduce the influence of big 
money donors, and allow those without wealthy, powerful networks a better chance to 
run for office. It is an investment in our democracy, and given the mayor’s unfortunate 
resistance, I look forward to working with council colleagues to fully fund and implement 
it.

2) Developers and large corporations dominate the campaign donor base. What is your position 
on legislation that would prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions from having or 
seeking DC contracts/grants that exceed a specified amount and for a specific time period?

I have been a co-introducer on this legislation.

Actually, developers and large corporations do not dominate my donor base. To practice 
what I preach, I do not accept corporate or PAC contributions, only contributions from 
individuals. 

This approach has served me well as a councilmember. I make decisions based on 
policy, not on who has given me money.

Worker Rights
3)The Council passed the Universal Paid Leave Act in 2016 and funded it in the FY18 budget. 
Explain your position on pending legislation that seeks to significantly change the law.

I fully support our law, and I do not support any legislation to repeal and replace it. As 
chair of the Committee on Labor and Workforce Development, I will work hard to keep 
implementation on schedule and make our program work well for workers and 
businesses.

4) What is your position on the Fair Scheduling bill, which seeks to give workers more 
predictable work schedules?

I am supportive of Fair Scheduling, and as Chair of the then-Subcommittee on Labor in 
2016, I held a roundtable on the legislation to hit the reset button on the bill. 
Unfortunately, the intent of the bill had gotten garbled. It is my intention to introduce a 
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new version next session. To be clear, this bill would only impact large, national 
retailers--it would not impact Ben’s Chili Bowl. It would make sure those working for CVS 
or Walmart know their schedules two weeks in advance, would put incentives in place to 
make sure those timelines were enforced, and encourage employers to increase hours of 
current part-time employees before making a new hire.

Many adult charter schools have told me that erratic, changing work schedules are a 
large reason why their students don’t come to class. That’s counterproductive for our 
city.

Tax & Budget
5) Explain the reasons for your vote on cutting the estate tax in 2017.

I voted for the amendment to keep the estate tax at $2 million and not couple it to the 
federal level. I did this because I believe in a progressive tax system, and I thought 
increasing the estate tax threshold was counter to that.

I now support, and I am a co-introducer, on a recently introduced bill to de-couple DC 
from the feds on the now increased estate tax threshold of $11 million. The bill would 
keep the threshold at $5 million. I would support going even lower.

6) Explain your vote on the $82 million in tax-increment financing for the Union Market 
development. Also, explain your vote on the amendment proposing to use $18 million of those 
funds for affordable housing. 

I voted against the Union Market TIF, not because I was against the development per se 
but because I was against building additional parking at the site when three DC 
government agencies said there was too much parking already planned.

I was the maker of the amendment to shift $36 million of the TIF from construction of 
underground parking to construction of additional affordable housing and an expanded 
Metro tunnel. The amendment would have divided that money equally between additional 
housing and the expanded Metro tunnel from the NOMA station. We need to shift as 
many resources as we can toward affordable housing. I was disappointed only one of my 
colleagues agreed.

Environmental Issues 
7) What is your position on the Carbon Fee Rebate proposal?

I agree with this approach in theory. But I have not seen a final bill. It has yet to be 
introduced at the Council, and I have asked advocates to share a copy before 
introduction.
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8) Will you assist the DC Reinvest campaign by supporting the passage of both the Sense of 
the Council Resolution regarding divestment from Wells Fargo as D.C.'s bank of record and the 
Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 2017?   

I support both. 

Four years ago, my campaign banked with Wells Fargo because it was convenient for my 
treasurer and me. We made a deliberate decision this year to use a bank more in line with 
our campaign values, so we are banking with Amalgamated Bank this year.

Housing 
9) The purpose of DC’s rent stabilization program, known as Rent Control, is to preserve the 
affordability of about 80,000 units in buildings built before 1976. However, rents in these units 
have risen so rapidly that long term tenants are being priced out of their apartments. To prevent 
further loss of affordable housing, two legislative fixes are before the DC Council. B-0025 will 
limit annual rent increases to an amount equal to the Consumer Price Index. B22-0100 will 
prohibit agreements between housing providers and tenants that call for rent increases for 
future tenants. In June, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization held 
a hearing on both bills, but they have not yet been voted on. What will you do to move these 
bills forward?

I support both.

I am a member of the Housing Committee, and I will continue to encourage Chair Bonds 
to mark them up and move them to the full Council.
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Housing, continued
10) The Office of Planning (OP) is leading the periodic amendment cycle for the Comprehensive 
Plan (Comp Plan). OP has proposed significant revisions to the Plan, loosening density 
definitions and emphasizing that the Zoning Commission should interpret Comp Plan provisions 
as suggestive rather than prescriptive, thereby placing the Commission’s authority above that of 
the Comp Plan, which is District law. Do you support these changes?

I will really dig into the Comp Plan amendments. I admit, despite having some 
background in planning from my coursework at University of Maryland, I need to build a 
lot more policy muscle here. I have vowed to do so. We need to make the Comp Plan 
enforceable, and the current ambiguity created the mess at McMillan. That cannot 
happen in the future.

You have my commitment to be fully engaged as the amendments move forward.

Criminal Justice
11) What is your position on the possible construction of a new jail in DC? Will you commit to 
ensuring that a) the project is financed through public funds (subject to interest rate limits) as 
opposed to through a public private partnership (“P3”) (where interest rates can exceed 30% per 
year), and b) that the public is involved from the beginning to ensure those awaiting trial are 
treated more humanely?

I am concerned about the public private partnership.

I have visited the jail in the last few months. Improvements have been made, but a new 
building is necessary. I certainly support public funds, as well as public input and 
involvement.

12) The Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act prioritizes community-led, 
public health focused approaches to public safety, rather than further militarization of the police.  
Unfortunately, despite unanimous passage in 2016, the NEAR Act was only fully-funded last 
October, and several of the most important provisions of the law are still not implemented.

What will you do to ensure that the life-saving and community-empowering approaches in the 
NEAR Act are fully, faithfully, transparently, and successfully implemented by the administration?

Please be specific regarding how will you utilize the Council's oversight and budget authorities, 
as well as your personal voice, to ensure that the Mayor and administration fully and effectively 
implement this law.

I was a co-introducer of the NEAR Act, and I support its full implementation.

I supported putting council dollars into its implementation, and I fully support a public 
health approach. I am not a member of the Judiciary Committee, but as the Labor 
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Committee Chair I am doing all I can to create opportunities especially for our young 
people.

Education 
13) After 10 years of mayoral control, we still face significant challenges in our public schools, 
as evidenced by the recent scandal of absenteeism and students graduating despite not 
meeting requirements. What is your position on maintaining mayoral control, versus returning 
authority to an elected school board?

This scandal makes me question what we have accomplished under mayoral control and 
school reform.

I will say, however, that we need to swiftly address these issues. That needs to be the 
focus. What is occurring not only at Ballou but high schools across our city does not 
serve our young people. Yes, students have barriers that prevent them from coming to 
school on time or at all. And these issues do not go away upon graduation from high 
school.

Clearly, we need to change the culture of fear and “whatever it takes” currently in place 
at DCPS. I am particularly focused on how we embed so-called “soft skills” or life skills 
into pre-K through 12. Showing up on time, knowing how to work well with others, oral 
and written communication skills, and managing conflict are the essential habits you 
need to be successful in life. Too many of our students lack these basic skills coming out 
of DCPS. That is detrimental not only to them, but to our city.

14) What legislation do you support or propose to hold charter schools to the same standards 
as traditional public schools, particularly with regard to special education and the Freedom of 
Information Act?

Charter schools are public schools funded with public dollars, and I believe they should 
be held to the same standards of transparency. I co-introduced legislation last session 
that got incorporated into a bill, now law, concerning this.

15) Will you commit to push for an immediate markup and passage of  the Language Access for 
Education bill, which has been bottlenecked in the Council for three years? Why or why not?

Yes. 

I have been working with the Language Access coalition to both strategize and work with 
Chairman Mendelson and the Committee of the Whole. The Chairman is concerned about 
the fiscal impact of the current bill, but he told me he wants to work with advocates to get 
something done this session.  I recently brokered a meeting between Chairman 
Mendelson and the coalition that should take place very soon.
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