
Campaign finance reform
1) If elected, will you commit to fully fund and oversee implementation of the Fair Elections Act?

Yes. Money has played a substantial role in the city’s political process for far too long. The Fair 
Elections Act is a fundamental step in strengthening our democracy. In addition to elevating 
community voice, this bill does a great deal to refocus our collective attention from politics 
toward issues. 

2) Developers and large corporations dominate the campaign donor base. What is your position 
on legislation that would prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions from having or 
seeking DC contracts/grants that exceed a specified amount and for a specific time period?

The Council’s effort to enhance ethics provisions in recent years, due to a number of highly 
publicized political scandals, has been substantial. Seeking to mute corporate influence by 
instituting contribution limits has gone a long way toward repairing public trust in the electoral 
process. Keeping corporate contributions limited and transparent is essential to building on our 
reestablished trust. Several heavily backed corporate candidates in the 2016 were unable to 
retain their council seats, which is proof that we’re on the right path. I believe that publicly 
financed campaigns will strike another blow to the undue influence of big money in politics. 

Worker Rights
3)The Council passed the Universal Paid Leave Act in 2016 and funded it in the FY18 budget. 
Explain your position on pending legislation that seeks to significantly change the law.

I support Paid Family Leave. The UPLA is the law and its important that we bring the benefits to 
bear, within the proposed timeline. I strongly believe that the current discussions should have 
taken place on the front end of the legislation. 

4) What is your position on the Fair Scheduling bill, which seeks to give workers more 
predictable work schedules?

This bill addresses a fundamental issue facing workers in the District. Increasing predictability is 
essential to improving the quality of life for a substantial portion of our labor force, namely those 
in the food and retail industries. As a Council member I’d fight to protect workers from cruel and 
unfair scheduling practices.  

Tax & Budget
5) What is your view of the Council’s vote in 2017 to cut the estate tax?

I strongly disagree with the aforementioned cut and would have voted against it. The future of 
this city will be determined by the investments that we make today. The District’s pace of 
change mandates greater investments in the lower and middle class, which warranted a delay in 
the proposed cuts.  
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6) What is your position on the Council’s vote on the $82 million in tax-increment financing for 
the Union Market development, as well as the vote on the amendment proposing to use $18 
million of those funds for affordable housing. 

The vast majority of the funding sought to improve aging on site infrastructure, and was strongly 
supported by Council members McDuffie and Allen. The TIF creates a substantial increase in 
tax revenue over many years, which is good for the District, a portion of which must be 
committed to affordable housing.  

Environmental Issues 
7) What is your position on the Carbon Fee Rebate proposal?

I support market driven solutions to deal with rising environmental concerns. The proposed 
rebate incentivizes more sustainable options while relieving economic pressure on thousands of 
residents who are struggling to make ends meet. 

8) If elected, will you assist the DC Reinvest campaign by supporting the passage of both the 
Sense of the Council Resolution regarding divestment from Wells Fargo as D.C.'s bank of 
record and the Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 2017?  
 
I strongly support District’s divestment in Wells Fargo in favor of greater local investment.   

Housing 
9) The purpose of DC’s rent stabilization program, known as Rent Control, is to preserve the 
affordability of about 80,000 units in buildings built before 1976. However, rents in these units 
have risen so rapidly that long term tenants are being priced out of their apartments. To prevent 
further loss of affordable housing, two legislative fixes are before the DC Council. B-0025 will 
limit annual rent increases to an amount equal to the Consumer Price Index. B22-0100 will 
prohibit agreements between housing providers and tenants that call for rent increases for 
future tenants. In June, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization held 
a hearing on both bills, but they have not yet been voted on. What is your position on these two 
bills?

Rent control is an invaluable tool in the fight to preserve the District’s affordable housing stock. I 
support the proposed legislation and believe in its ability to help protect residents from price 
gouging. The Committee on Housing & Neighborhood Revitalization needs to make a 
commitment to advancing the proposed safeguards if it is serious about maintaining this city’s 
economic, and cultural diversity. 
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Housing, continued
10) The Office of Planning (OP) is leading the periodic amendment cycle for the Comprehensive 
Plan (Comp Plan). OP has proposed significant revisions to the Plan, loosening density 
definitions and emphasizing that the Zoning Commission should interpret Comp Plan provisions 
as suggestive rather than prescriptive, thereby placing the Commission’s authority above that of 
the Comp Plan, which is District law. Do you support these changes?

The current amendments to the comprehensive plan fail to accurately capture the impact of 
density on culture in Washington DC. In recent years private developers have found it most 
profitable to focus on high end consumers, which is incongruent with the District’s aim of 
inclusive growth. I support a comprehensive plan that gives greater consideration market forces. 

Criminal Justice
11) What is your position on the possible construction of a new jail in DC? Will you commit to 
ensuring that a) the project is financed through public funds (subject to interest rate limits) as 
opposed to through a public private partnership (“P3”) (where interest rates can exceed 30% per 
year), and b) that the public is involved from the beginning to ensure those awaiting trial are 
treated more humanely?

I support the construction of a publicly funded facility that reflects contemporary science about 
and community interest in rehabilitation. At the same time we consider a new facility, I strongly 
believe we need take another close look at who we are incarcerating, where, and for how long. 
and whether that aligns with our professed values.

12) The Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act prioritizes community-led, 
public health focused approaches to public safety, rather than further militarization of the police.  
Unfortunately, despite unanimous passage in 2016, the NEAR Act was only fully-funded last 
October, and several of the most important provisions of the law are still not implemented.

If elected, what will you do to ensure that the life-saving and community-empowering 
approaches in the NEAR Act are fully, faithfully, transparently, and successfully implemented by 
the administration?

Please be specific regarding how, if elected, you plan to utilize the Council's oversight and 
budget authorities, as well as your personal voice, to ensure that the Mayor and administration 
fully and effectively implement this law.

I support the full funding of the NEAR Act. Public health prevention strategies and non-
enforcement engagement are the keys to building safe and supported communities. In 2016, 
with support from the Metropolitan Police Department, I created MyPD. MyPD is district-wide 
program aimed at elevating youth voice in an effort to improve police and community relations. 
As a Council member I will amplify my efforts to facilitate meaningful community input in how 
our neighborhoods are policed.
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Education 
13) After 10 years of mayoral control, we still face significant challenges in our public schools, 
as evidenced by the recent scandal of absenteeism and students graduating despite not 
meeting requirements. What is your position on maintaining mayoral control, versus returning 
authority to an elected school board?

At present, I do not support the aforementioned measure.   

14) If elected, what legislation do you support or propose to hold charter schools to the same 
standards as traditional public schools, particularly with regard to special education and the 
Freedom of Information Act?

Serving children with special needs a tremendous opportunity and one that I do not take lightly. I 
do not support mirrored obligations in the public and charter space in the areas of access.
The real human cost of mandating special needs access, for schools that are ill equipped to
handle these students, is far too great. As the brother of a special needs sibling, it’s important
that we give each child the greatest opportunity to actualize their potential rather than
politicize the issue.

15) Will you commit to push for an immediate markup and passage of  the Language Access for 
Education bill, which has been bottlenecked in the Council for three years? Why or why not?

Yes. As the son of a sign language interpreter, this bill is of critical importance to me. We have 
an obligation to ensure the undivided sum of our residents have the ability to engage their 
government. 
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