
Campaign finance reform
1) If elected, will you commit to fully fund and oversee implementation of the Fair Elections Act?

Yes, I would. 

2)Developers and large corporations dominate the campaign donor base. What is your 
position on legislation that would prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions from 
having or seeking DC contracts/grants that exceed a specified amount and for a specific time 
period?
I held and attended rallies for over 10 years in support of ending pay-to-play in DC. I also 
have worked on legislation to prevent pay-to-play in DC. I am 100 percent for it. 

Worker Rights
3)The Council passed the Universal Paid Leave Act in 2016 and funded it in the FY18 budget. 
Explain your position on pending legislation that seeks to significantly change the law.
Against changing the law. The council held public hearings, hundreds of meetings and forums 
on the legislation before it became law, and we should now focus on implementing and funding 
the law. 

4)What is your position on the Fair Scheduling bill, which seeks to give workers more 
predictable work schedules?
I support it and I will be a champion for it.

Tax & Budget
5) What is your view of the Council’s vote in 2017 to cut the estate tax?

Against it. It was unnecessary. That money could have been used to fund schools or 
affordable housing. 

6)What is your position on the Council’s vote on the $82 million in tax-increment financing for 
the Union Market development, as well as the vote on the amendment proposing to use $18 
million of those funds for affordable housing. 
Against the tax-increment. I am for using the funds for affordable housing for low to very low 
income residents. All of the money for the tax-increment could have been used to create a 
new metro entrance/exit for the NOMA station plus real affordable housing for residents who 
are low-to-very-low income. The developers know they didn’t need the tax-increment and 
these types of deals must end in DC. 

Environmental Issues 
7) What is your position on the Carbon Fee Rebate proposal?

I support and campaigned for it. Down the road we should look-into using a percentage of the 
money to create a public utility system run on 100 percent clean energy. Putting a fee on the 
carbon is good but we must now look to transitioning to a new system. 
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8)If elected, will you assist the DC Reinvest campaign by supporting the passage of both the 
Sense of the Council Resolution regarding divestment from Wells Fargo as D.C.'s bank of 
record and the Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 2017?   
Yes, I am a strong supporter for DC Reinvest and the creation of a public bank in D.C.

Housing 
9)The purpose of DC’s rent stabilization program, known as Rent Control, is to preserve the 
affordability of about 80,000 units in buildings built before 1976. However, rents in these units 
have risen so rapidly that long term tenants are being priced out of their apartments. To 
prevent further loss of affordable housing, two legislative fixes are before the DC Council. 
B-0025 will limit annual rent increases to an amount equal to the Consumer Price Index. 
B22-0100 will prohibit agreements between housing providers and tenants that call for rent 
increases for future tenants. In June, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Neighborhood 
Revitalization held a hearing on both bills, but they have not yet been voted on. What is your 
position on these two bills?
I support these bills with no changes. Rent Control is one of the most important policy options 
we have to ensure residents are able to stay in their homes. We should continue to look for 
ways to expand rent control on existing, new, and vacant units. 
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Housing, continued
10) The Office of Planning (OP) is leading the periodic amendment cycle for the Comprehensive 
Plan (Comp Plan). OP has proposed significant revisions to the Plan, loosening density 
definitions and emphasizing that the Zoning Commission should interpret Comp Plan provisions 
as suggestive rather than prescriptive, thereby placing the Commission’s authority above that of 
the Comp Plan, which is District law. Do you support these changes?

1. I think the Commission should be an elected position, representing a DC resident from 
each ward. I think the Commission plays a very important role in the development of the 
city, and I think it would benefit residents to have a commission that every so often 
comes up with new ideas and diverse philosophies when it comes to developing our city. 

2. Before any changes take place, the Council needs to have public hearings on the 
revisions that were sent to them from OP. The public hearings should also be held in the 
evenings and/or weekends. Right now, OP and the council are ignoring the wishes (and 
law) of residents and elected ANC commissioners. 

3. I believe we can have a fair democratic process when changing the comp plan, but I 
believe that the Zoning Commission should have some guidelines to follow, and those 
guidelines are ingrained in the Comp plan, which is law, and not suggestive. Having a 
law and guidelines to follow ensures we are not corrupting the development process. 

Criminal Justice
11) What is your position on the possible construction of a new jail in DC? Will you commit to 
ensuring that a) the project is financed through public funds (subject to interest rate limits) as 
opposed to through a public private partnership (“P3”) (where interest rates can exceed 30% per 
year), and b) that the public is involved from the beginning to ensure those awaiting trial are 
treated more humanely?

I am 100 percent against private or public private jails. I support using public funds to create a 
new institution that would house residents who have broke the law, and that institution would be 
state-of-the-art, safe, have job training programs, opportunities to continue your education, 
mental health therapists, and will work to ensure residents are better off when they leave then 
when they came in. 

12) The Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act prioritizes community-led, 
public health focused approaches to public safety, rather than further militarization of the police.  
Unfortunately, despite unanimous passage in 2016, the NEAR Act was only fully-funded last 
October, and several of the most important provisions of the law are still not implemented.

If elected, what will you do to ensure that the life-saving and community-empowering 
approaches in the NEAR Act are fully, faithfully, transparently, and successfully implemented by 
the administration?
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Please be specific regarding how, if elected, you plan to utilize the Council's oversight and 
budget authorities, as well as your personal voice, to ensure that the Mayor and administration 
fully and effectively implement this law.

As a council member, I would continue to urge my supporters to push the administration to fully, 
faithfully, transparently, and successfully implement the NEAR Act.

During budget season, funding and looking at ways to expand it would also be a top priority of 
mine. Before the oversight hearing, I would ask for data and reports on the progress of the law, 
and then I would develop a list of questions (as well as ask advocates for a list of questions) to 
grill officials on. Based on the oversight hearings, I will work with advocates to ensure we have 
funding and fixes where they are needed

Also, I would attend community meetings throughout the city, and voice my support for funding 
and the need for oversight, as well as encourage my supporters to attend meetings held by 
advocates. 

I will be a tough watchdog for the progress and future of the law. 

Education 
13) After 10 years of mayoral control, we still face significant challenges in our public schools, 
as evidenced by the recent scandal of absenteeism and students graduating despite not 
meeting requirements. What is your position on maintaining mayoral control, versus returning 
authority to an elected school board?

I think the problems facing our public schools are much deeper than mayoral control vs. 
authority elected school board. If we changed the role of the elected school board member, to 
turn the position into a full time superintendent position, then I would support giving authority to 
the board to oversee the school system.  

14) If elected, what legislation do you support or propose to hold charter schools to the same 
standards as traditional public schools, particularly with regard to special education and the 
Freedom of Information Act?

The District’s charter school system should be open on an equal basis to all students, and they 
should be subject to the same FOIA requests as traditional public schools. I would introduce 
legislation to end selective admissions practices that discourage special-needs students from 
enrolling, and work to ensure students citywide with possible disabilities no longer face delays in 
special education evaluations. I would also introduce legislation to subject charter schools to the 
same FOIA requests as public schools.
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15) Will you commit to push for an immediate markup and passage of  the Language Access for 
Education bill, which has been bottlenecked in the Council for three years? Why or why not?

Yes. I strongly support. We live in a very diverse city and translations of essential 
information is vital to support students and parents of all backgrounds.

2018 Democratic Primary Questionnaire 
At Large Council - Jeremiah Lowery

Page 5


