
Campaign finance reform
1) If elected, will you commit to fully fund and oversee implementation of the Fair Elections Act?
Yes. Fair elections are the cornerstone of our democratic system. Without legislation like the 
Fair Elections Act, we run the risk of politicians being bought by private interests. As a member 
of the DC Council I will support efforts to ensure that our electoral process is fair and 
transparent.

2) Developers and large corporations dominate the campaign donor base. What is your position 
on legislation that would prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions from having or 
seeking DC contracts/grants that exceed a specified amount and for a specific time period?
I want to support a fair and open process when it comes to DC contracts and grants. However, 
prohibiting businesses that have made a campaign contribution from seeking DC contracts 
would lead to corporations finding different ways to hide their money. What we should do is 
support an open and transparent process where the public has full awareness of what 
companies have made campaign contributions BEFORE they are awarded a contract. That way 
if there is a questionable relationship relative to a bid, the public can hold their public officials 
accountable.

Worker Rights
3)The Council passed the Universal Paid Leave Act in 2016 and funded it in the FY18 budget. 
Explain your position on this pending legislation that seeks to significantly change the law.
As a District resident, whose parents and grandparents and siblings and extended family all live 
in this city. I see them getting older and have at times had to step away from work to handle 
personal family matters. It’s critically important to defend paid family leave. With the cost of 
living in DC, every adult in my family works full-time in a rigorous environment. My brother 
Malcolm has spina bifida, he’s never walked, but he’s lives a completely normal life. However, 
from time to time he relies on family support. In circumstances like my own, paid family leave is 
critically important and I support the necessary amendments to get families what they need. 

4)What is your position on the Fair Scheduling bill, which seeks to give workers more 
predictable work schedules?
Fair Scheduling is an imperative for workers to be able to manage their lives relative to their 
employment. I believe that every worker in DC should have two weeks advance notice of their 
regular work schedule.

Tax & Budget
5) What is your view of the Council’s vote in 2017 to cut the estate tax?
This cut leaves funding gaps in homelessness, high poverty schools and child care programs. 
We have to tax something and excessive transfers of wealth are a good place to start and 
maintain a tax base for the benefit of supporting equality and high quality services in our city.
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6) What is your position on the Council’s vote on the $82 million in tax-increment financing for 
the Union Market development, as well as the vote on the amendment proposing to use $18 
million of those funds for affordable housing.
I used to go to Union Market every week after Sunday school with my mother and siblings in our 
Dodge caravan to eat at the Halal food market. The Union Market of today is a cool place but it 
isn’t an inclusive in its commercial offerings. We need community serving-retail and community 
equity in new development projects. It is in cases like this where I would use my development 
expertise to evaluate how much city subsidy a project would need where the market does not 
support construction or development otherwise.

Environmental Issues 
7) What is your position on the Carbon Fee Rebate proposal?
The Carbon Fee Rebate proposal is a brilliant way to ensure that we are good stewards of our 
environment and that’s both cost effective and practical. My father has been an environmental 
scientist focused on our water-ways for the past 30 years. We are sufferers of a large carbon 
footprint because of our high proportion of out of town commuters. I would take it a step further 
and seek ways to tax vehicle commuters from Maryland and Virginia for their carbon impacts on 
our city.

8) If elected, will you assist the DC Reinvest campaign by supporting the passage of both the 
Sense of the Council Resolution regarding divestment from Wells Fargo as D.C.'s bank of 
record and the Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 2017?   
Yes. I’m personally invested in Industrial Bank and believe in strong, mission-oriented 
community banks.

Housing 
9) The purpose of DC’s rent stabilization program, known as Rent Control, is to preserve the 
affordability of about 80,000 units in buildings built before 1976. However, rents in these units 
have risen so rapidly that long term tenants are being priced out of their apartments. To prevent 
further loss of affordable housing, two legislative fixes are before the DC Council. B-0025 will 
limit annual rent increases to an amount equal to the Consumer Price Index. B22-0100 will 
prohibit agreements between housing providers and tenants that call for rent increases for 
future tenants. In June, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization held 
a hearing on both bills, but they have not yet been voted on. What is your position on these two 
bills?

Chairwoman Bonds can’t get the committee together. We need someone who can actively find 
solutions. Pegging rent increases to CPI is a brilliant way to help people who live on fixed 
means of income, such as seniors whose benefits increase at CPI already. Landlords who affix 
rent increases to future tenants are threatening our maintenance of affordable units in DC. I 
want to preserve and create more affordable units. The only way we’ll grow as a city with the 
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same genuine character that we’ve had is if we protect our citizens and keep them comfortable 
living in DC.

10) The Office of Planning (OP) is leading the periodic amendment cycle for the Comprehensive 
Plan (Comp Plan). OP has proposed significant revisions to the Plan, loosening density 
definitions and emphasizing that the Zoning Commission should interpret Comp Plan provisions 
as suggestive rather than prescriptive, thereby placing the Commission’s authority above that of 
the Comp Plan, which is District law. Do you support these changes?
We’ve seen density be both a positive and negative force in our city’s development. However, 
the new Comprehensive plan needs to be clear and specific so that the Zoning Commission 
can’t wield power over vague definitions on Comp Plan provisions. I oppose these revisions for 
their lack of clarity.

Criminal Justice
11) What is your position on the possible construction of a new jail in DC? Will you commit to 
ensuring that a) the project is financed through public funds (subject to interest rate limits) as 
opposed to through a public private partnership (“P3”) (where interest rates can exceed 30% per 
year), and b) that the public is involved from the beginning to ensure those awaiting trial are 
treated more humanely?
Yes I will support the construction of a new DC jail with public funds as opposed to a public / 
private partnership.

12) The Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act prioritizes community-led, 
public health focused approaches to public safety, rather than further militarization of the police.  
Unfortunately, despite unanimous passage in 2016, the NEAR Act was only fully-funded last 
October, and several of the most important provisions of the law are still not implemented.

If elected, what will you do to ensure that the life-saving and community-empowering 
approaches in the NEAR Act are fully, faithfully, transparently, and successfully implemented by 
the administration?

Please be specific regarding how, if elected, you plan to utilize the Council's oversight and 
budget authorities, as well as your personal voice, to ensure that the Mayor and administration 
fully and effectively implement this law.
Passed a year ago next month, the NEAR act is a necessary step toward building community 
confidence in policing. 
The militarization of our police force has been the cause of constant social problems which have 
perpetuated over generations. As a young black male growing up in DC I’ve seen first-hand the 
consequences of the militarization of our police. The NEAR Act is critically important in ensuring 
that we’re striving towards a more equitable criminal justice system and treating people 
humanely. If elected, I will support funding the act a supporting community policing efforts.
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Education 
13) After 10 years of mayoral control, we still face significant challenges in our public schools, 
as evidenced by the recent scandal of absenteeism and students graduating despite not 
meeting requirements. What is your position on maintaining mayoral control, versus returning 
authority to an elected school board?
Chancellor Antwan Wilson is one year into his job and has done a great job at reaching out for 
community input in our education system. I would like an independently operated, publicly 
funded educational consortium to oversee both the Charter and Public school boards and make 
recommendations for both school systems to improve. This independent consortium of 
educational expert would constantly review the state of our schools and push for more 
transparency.

14) If elected, what legislation do you support or propose to hold charter schools to the same 
standards as traditional public schools, particularly with regard to special education and the 
Freedom of Information Act?
I think charter schools should be beholden to the same standards with regard to special 
education and FOIA requests as traditional public school. I would like an independently 
operated, publicly funded educational consortium to oversee both the Charter and Public school 
boards and make recommendations for both school systems to improve. This independent 
consortium of educational expert would constantly review the state of our schools and push for 
more transparency.

15) Will you commit to push for an immediate markup and passage of  the Language Access for 
Education bill, which has been bottlenecked in the Council for three years? Why or why not?
As the son of a Senegalese immigrant and the cousin and nephew of many new Americans who 
have limited speaking and written English capabilities I see the value in the Language Access 
for Education bill. While others on the Council may not have an fidelity to this part of our city’s 
population I have a profound connection to them and will fight to ensure that all people have an 
equal right to a high quality education.
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