
INTRODUCTION

I thank DC for Democracy for developing this thoughtful questionnaire focused on issues 
of great importance to the future of the District of Columbia.

I’ve spent two decades as an advocacy leader working with allies like DC for Democracy 
for things like raising our minimum wage and creating more affordable housing, and I will 
bring that energy and focus to fight for hard-working DC families as Council Chair.

I’m running because we’re not doing enough to address the impacts of gentrification and 
the loss of affordable housing. Too many Black and brown residents, who have shaped 
DC’s history and culture, are being left behind and pushed out. Too many DC residents 
worry about paying rent and staying in their homes, including many whose families have 
lived here for generations. And too many residents now have a tent for a  home.

We are a prosperous city and should do better. We should build a fairer and stronger city 
where growth and prosperity benefits everyone. We need to start now, because residents 
can’t wait while we simply try to manage the problem.

I’m ready to take bold action to tackle DC’s major challenges, like ending homelessness, 
strengthening our schools from Ballou to Wilson and re-building Metro. Much of the 
progress in DC, from a $15 minimum wage to an affordable housing trust fund, would not 
have happened without advocacy efforts, and I’m proud to have played a part along with 
allies like DC for Democracy. Over two decades I’ve worked to get things done for DC 
residents by partnering with advocates, policy experts and direct-service providers, labor 
unions, small business owners.

I will bring that experience and the passion of an advocate as the next Chair of the DC 
Council. If elected, you will have a true partner working to lead the Council and solve big 
problems, not just manage them. I will fight to double DC’s investment in affordable 
housing, to end chronic homelessness, and take steps to ensure everyone has access to 
quality jobs. I will work to make paid family leave a reality for working families, and invest 
in our children through quality child care, improving summer and after-school 
opportunities, and giving schools what they really need to meet their students’ 
challenges.

Campaign finance reform
1) If elected, will you commit to fully fund and oversee implementation of the Fair Elections Act?

Yes. I was an ardent supporter of the Fair Elections Act and worked to promote its 
adoption. I will fully fund the Fair Elections Act in time for the 2020 election cycle. Fair 
elections represents a vital investment in democracy, at a very modest cost.  At its core, 
this program is about empowering the people who live and vote here, especially people 
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of color and women who are under-represented in our elections and campaign finance 
system.

By matching small donations, Fair Elections will make running for office viable for a 
wider and more diverse group of candidates, and it will encourage more DC voters to 
donate, knowing that their donation will not be dwarfed by large donations from 
corporations and wealthy individuals.

I am only accepting contributions from individuals in this campaign, with no corporate or 
PAC contributions, and I commit to participating in the public financing process once 
Fair Elections is funded and implemented. 

2) Developers and large corporations dominate the campaign donor base. What is your position 
on legislation that would prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions from having or 
seeking DC contracts/grants that exceed a specified amount and for a specific time period?

I am concerned about corporate influence on campaigns and supported Initiative 70 to 
ban all corporate contributions. I believe that elections should be funded by individuals 
and not powerful institutions.  As noted, I am not taking any corporate or PAC funding for  
this election.

While banning corporate contributions may not be possible at this time, I support 
legislation to prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions from seeking 
government contracts or grants for at least two years after the contribution.  This helps 
avoid any appearance or actual occurrence of pay-to-play politics. 

Worker Rights
3)The Council passed the Universal Paid Leave Act in 2016 and funded it in the FY18 budget. 
Explain your position on pending legislation that seeks to significantly change the law.

I fully support UPLA as it was passed in December 2016.  It represents best practices and 
uses a model that is easy for both workers and employers, and reflected a substantial 
advocacy effort that included DC4D. UPLA also offers the simplest administrative 
structure by having DC government administer the program. This was confirmed in an 
October 2017 Council hearing where many experts testified to the strengths of UPLA and 
against all proposed alternative “repeal and replace” bills.  It is worth noting that UPLA 
represented a compromise between advocates and big-business interests, with a lower 
tax rate than initially proposed by advocates and fewer weeks of leave.

I oppose all of the alternate bills and see them as repealing and replacing a strong 
program with a much weaker program for workers. I oppose any provisions that would 
allow employers to provide benefits directly -- so called “employer mandates” or opt 
outs.  
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I am heartened to hear the news that the effort to repeal and replace UPLA appears to 
have been defeated, as a result of sustained advocacy, so that its implementation can 
move full steam ahead.

 As chair, my focus will be on implementing programs that help DC residents like paid 
family leave, rather than delaying them or trying to water them down.  

4) What is your position on the Fair Scheduling bill, which seeks to give workers more 
predictable work schedules?

As Chair, I would put workers first and lift the so-called “moratorium” on legislation that 
would improve life for hard-working families. In particular, the plight of workers in retail 
and restaurants -- industries dominated by jobs with part-time and variable schedules --  
-- is a major cause of economic and racial inequity. Addressing their needs is a critical 
part of building a fair economy.  When workers get their schedules with short notice, it is 
impossible to plan for things like child care, going to school to be able to get a better job, 
or holding a second job.  And when work hours are part-time and variable from week to 
week, it is impossible to manage the bills that come in every week and month, like food 
and rent.  Yet that is the reality for retail and restaurant workers, many of whom are 
people of color and women.

I strongly support the Fair Scheduling bill, which requires employers in large retail and 
restaurant chains to give workers their schedules two weeks in advance and allows part-
time workers to get more hours when another employee leaves. Fair Scheduling will help 
workers take care of their families and take advantage of educational opportunities to 
move up the economic ladder.  Fair Scheduling also will help more workers get close to 
full-time work needed to be able to make ends meet.

Tax & Budget
5) What is your view of the Council’s vote in 2017 to cut the estate tax?

As a member of the DC Tax Revision Commission, I opposed the cut in the estate tax and 
brought information to the commission showing that there is no economic rationale for 
cutting estate taxes (i.e., that there is very little migration of wealthy households to avoid 
estate taxes.)  An estate tax cut was included in the Commission’s final package because 
others on the commission supported it, and I was not allowed to issue a dissenting 
opinion. (The commission chair prohibited dissenting opinions.) 

I also led the effort in 2017 to stop the estate tax cut that raised the threshold to $5.5 
million from $2 million. We identified a series of programs that could be funded if the tax 
cut did not go through.  I was disappointed that the amendment, drafted by CM Grosso, 
was supported only by him and Councilmembers Nadeau, Silverman and Trayon White.

If elected, I would move to return the threshold to $2 million.
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6) What is your position on the Council’s vote on the $82 million in tax-increment financing for 
the Union Market development, as well as the vote on the amendment proposing to use $18 
million of those funds for affordable housing. 

The enormous subsidy for Union Market reflects the worst side of economic 
development in DC. All economic development investments should be used to support 
equitable development, by creating quality jobs for DC residents and bringing 
appropriate development to communities that need the most help. The Union Market TIF 
fails on multiple fronts. 

First, the subsidy will go to an area that is gentrifying and does not need public 
subsidies.  An analysis by the DC CFO concluded that no subsidy is needed to support 
this development, a conclusion backed up by the common-sense observation that 
development already is occurring there. This means that the Union Market TIF is a waste 
of economic development funds that will only serve to enrich developers. The 
amendment to devote a portion of the Union Market TIF subsidy to affordable housing, 
rather than a parking lot, would have been a far better use of economic development 
resources.

Second, the District has not asked the developers for anything in return for the subsidy. 
In particular, there are no requirements beyond First Source to hire DC residents, and 
there are no requirements around wages and benefits for construction and permanent 
jobs there.  This means that the development will likely be non-union jobs with low 
wages and limited benefits, matching the experience with The Wharf development that 
opened in 2017. Rather than this approach, the District should mandate that projects 
receiving subsidies are developed under project-labor agreements, that result in higher-
quality union jobs, and labor peace agreements that support organizing of workers in the 
retail, restaurant and hotel jobs that are created.

Third, the use of public subsidies for an area that does not need help is a misplaced 
focus and lost opportunity to support communities that need help, such as bringing 
better grocery options to residents living east of the Anacostia River who want affordable 
and healthy food choices. 

Environmental Issues 
7) What is your position on the Carbon Fee Rebate proposal?

I have supported the DC Carbon Fee Rebate proposal because it is an opportunity to 
promote environmental, economic and racial justice at the same time. In the absence of 
federal action on global climate change, states and cities should step in to make a 
difference.

The proposal to put a fee-per-ton on carbon and rebating the proceeds to residents is 
supported by prominent economists, both liberal and conservative, and environmental 
experts, as a market-driven way to reduce carbon consumption by encouraging energy 
conservation and use of renewable energy sources. 
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The Carbon Fee Rebate proposal would rebate the proceeds of the carbon fee to DC 
residents on a per-capita basis. Analysis shows that for the vast majority of lower-
income families, the rebate will be larger than their increased energy costs. This means 
the proposal not only ensures that families with low incomes are not burdened by a 
carbon fee, but in fact will provide an income boost to these families and reduce income 
inequality.  

This proposal is an important way to promote environmental and economic justice at the 
same time.

8) If elected, will you assist the DC Reinvest campaign by supporting the passage of both the 
Sense of the Council Resolution regarding divestment from Wells Fargo as D.C.'s bank of 
record and the Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 2017?  

I support these efforts to ensure that the District invests its vast resources in responsible  
financial institutions. Wells Fargo has an unfortunate record of customer treatment, and 
DC should move expeditiously to divest from Wells Fargo.  I support the goal of the 
Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act to create a more thorough 
review of the financial institutions DC uses and to hold the District to standards that 
require us to place our financial resources with socially responsible institutions. 

Housing 
9) The purpose of DC’s rent stabilization program, known as Rent Control, is to preserve the 
affordability of about 80,000 units in buildings built before 1976. However, rents in these units 
have risen so rapidly that long term tenants are being priced out of their apartments. To prevent 
further loss of affordable housing, two legislative fixes are before the DC Council. B-0025 will 
limit annual rent increases to an amount equal to the Consumer Price Index. B22-0100 will 
prohibit agreements between housing providers and tenants that call for rent increases for 
future tenants. In June, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization held 
a hearing on both bills, but they have not yet been voted on. What is your position on these two 
bills?  

Housing is a human right. Everyone deserves safe and affordable housing.

Rent control represents a key tool in maintaining affordable housing in the District and in 
supporting housing stability for DC residents by allowing them to stay in their homes. I 
know DC residents living on modest incomes who have been able to stay in their 
apartments for years because rent control has kept their home affordable, and I know 
people who recently have been able to find housing they can afford because of rent 
control.  We need to take steps to maintain a strong rent control program.

Unfortunately, there are some landlords who look to get around rent control, allowing 
them to raise rents to unaffordable levels. One example has been “voluntary 
agreements” with tenants to keep their rents affordable in return for allowing substantial 
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rent increases for other units in the building when they become vacant. This pits current 
tenants against future tenants and creates a sure-fire way to eviscerate rent control over 
time. I support efforts to close loopholes such as these that allow substantial rent 
increases for future tenants.

I also support the proposal to limit standard rent increases to inflation. The current 
policy of an inflation plus 2% means that rents for tenants will rise each year beyond the 
cost of living. For many households living on fixed incomes where incomes rise only at 
the rate of inflation, like Social Security, rent increases beyond inflation mean that 
housing steadily becomes unaffordable. Limiting rent increases for working families also 
is important, given that wages for DC residents in low-wage jobs have not risen 
noticeably beyond inflation for decades.

It is worth noting that landlords under rent control can seek a hardship exemption if their 
return on investment is less than 12 percent.

The impact of these or any rent control changes should be monitored closely, both to 
ensure that landlords are complying and to understand the impact of changes on 
landlords and their provision of quality housing. Rent control is an important market 
intervention to create housing affordability and stability, and it should be analyzed to 
ensure that it does not result in adverse consequences, such as landlords not 
maintaining homes in good quality. 

Housing, continued
10) The Office of Planning (OP) is leading the periodic amendment cycle for the Comprehensive 
Plan (Comp Plan). OP has proposed significant revisions to the Plan, loosening density 
definitions and emphasizing that the Zoning Commission should interpret Comp Plan provisions 
as suggestive rather than prescriptive, thereby placing the Commission’s authority above that of 
the Comp Plan, which is District law. Do you support these changes?  

I am running for DC Council Chair because I am concerned that economic growth is 
widening income and racial inequities in the District. I therefore want to make sure the 
Comp Plan update will support equitable development.
 
In particular, Comp Plan changes should place a top priority on preserving and building 
affordable housing and preventing displacement, which I see as the most important land 
use issues facing the District. The proposed Comp Plan does not provide appropriate 
emphasis on affordable housing, which is shocking and unacceptable.
 
I do not support any changes to the Comp Plan that would circumvent our democratic 
decision making review process or limit resident input.

If elected Chair, I would work with the community, to bring our residents into the process 
in a more meaningful way to ensure we have a plan that truly serves the needs of the 
people who live here.
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Criminal Justice
11) What is your position on the possible construction of a new jail in DC? Will you commit to 
ensuring that a) the project is financed through public funds (subject to interest rate limits) as 
opposed to through a public private partnership (“P3”) (where interest rates can exceed 30% per 
year), and b) that the public is involved from the beginning to ensure those awaiting trial are 
treated more humanely?

Detention or incarceration should be rare and infrequent and we should always be 
looking for ways to solve our communities problems besides jailing and imprisoning our 
residents. 

When detention or incarceration takes place, we should ensure that the conditions are 
humane and oriented towards rehabilitating and returning people to the community as 
soon as possible. 

The conditions of our current jail are inhumane and fail this test. We as a city must do 
better.

I oppose any efforts to privatize the daily operations of the current or new jail. Profiting 
off of someone’s detention or incarceration is wrong. 

All major capital construction projects in DC, like a jail, are built by private contractors. 
A P3 is a different way of engaging private companies to construct DC facilities that is 
outside the normal capital budget process. Supporters of using a P3 for developing a 
new jail claim that it is a way to ensure construction of a sound facility that will be 
maintained for a long life, in a cost-effective way. Yet others are concerned that the 
current process for redeveloping the jail, including a P3, has not been transparent or had 
adequate public input, and that it is may be an attempt to avoid financial rules and enrich 
developers.

If the mayor pursues a P3 for replacing the DC jail, I will oppose it unless it is done with 
transparency and public input, and only if it does not rip off DC residents to the benefit of 
private interests.

The effort to move forward with a new jail should include community engagement and 
education from the beginning and throughout the process, to ensure adequate public 
input on the details of the facility and transparency on its financing process.

12) The Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act prioritizes community-led, 
public health focused approaches to public safety, rather than further militarization of the police.  
Unfortunately, despite unanimous passage in 2016, the NEAR Act was only fully-funded last 
October, and several of the most important provisions of the law are still not implemented.
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If elected, what will you do to ensure that the life-saving and community-empowering 
approaches in the NEAR Act are fully, faithfully, transparently, and successfully implemented by 
the administration?

Please be specific regarding how, if elected, you plan to utilize the Council's oversight and 
budget authorities, as well as your personal voice, to ensure that the Mayor and administration 
fully and effectively implement this law.

I support the NEAR Act and will work to ensure that it is fully and transparently 
implemented as soon as possible.

As a long-term advocate in the District, I am familiar with many frustrating cases of laws 
that have been adopted but not implemented, such as Inclusionary Zoning and DOPA. 
When that occurs, advocates and councilmembers must take steps to encourage and 
pressure the mayor to implement the will of the Council and DC residents.

As Council Chair, I will work with the Judiciary Committee chair to develop a plan to 
make sure implementation moves forward. That would include aggressive use of the 
Council’s oversight function, as well as clear statements urging implementation. The 
Council Chair has many opportunities to elevate the issue, such as public 
communications to the mayor, highlighting the NEAR Act in lists of Council priorities, 
and speaking about the NEAR Act at community events across the city,

I also would work with the Judiciary Committee chair to organize events around the city 
specifically focused on the NEAR Act. I would engage with advocates and community 
groups to create events that highlight the importance of the NEAR Act to the community 
and the impacts of delaying implementation, and then engage the mayor constructively 
to move forward with the will of the community and Council.

Education 
13) After 10 years of mayoral control, we still face significant challenges in our public schools, 
as evidenced by the recent scandal of absenteeism and students graduating despite not 
meeting requirements. What is your position on maintaining mayoral control, versus returning 
authority to an elected school board?

Improving educational opportunities for DC students is an incredibly important goal. 10 
years after mayoral control, too many students still are not gaining the knowledge and 
skills they need to succeed. (Much of this reflects the stresses that students face outside 
of school, such as unstable housing, that need to be addressed.)
 
I have been a DCPS parent, as well as a DC policy professional, during both the period of 
school board control and mayoral control and from both experiences, it is clear that we 
need to do more for our students to succeed. 
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Mayoral control gave both the mayor and Council a much larger stake in the success of 
schools. The fact that the mayor and Council controlled the school budget while the 
elected school board controlled DC Public Schools provided little incentive for the mayor 
and Council to adequately invest in schools. Both the mayor and Council now pay more 
attention to schools issues, including a Council Committee on Education, making way 
for things like universal pre-K and new funding to support students at risk of academic 
failure.
 
Mayoral control also reduced the number of elected offices in a city where home rule and 
democracy are especially important. Equally important, the rollout of mayoral control of 
DCPS created added political pressure to focus on unrealistic progress on metrics like 
graduation rates, without fully addressing the fundamental needs of students. And 
mayoral control has resulted in limited transparency over operations of the school 
system.
 
As Chair, I would work with advocates, parents and teachers about the best pathway 
forward for managing our schools to ensure the success of all of our students. 

14) If elected, what legislation do you support or propose to hold charter schools to the same 
standards as traditional public schools, particularly with regard to special education and the 
Freedom of Information Act?

All of our schools, public and public charter, deserve to be held to the same high 
standards. Because public charter schools are publicly funded, they should be held 
accountable to meeting high-level educational goals and standards.

Specifically, I would work to ensure that all public charter schools are serving the needs 
of special education students or students who are English Language Learners. Part of 
this process includes holding them to the same high levels of transparency and 
reporting that we deserve of institutions receiving public dollars. Public Charter School 
LEAs should be subject to DC’s FOIA laws. 

And the District should set specific standards for meeting the most important goals. This  
includes requiring charter schools to have a language access coordinator for students 
who need them and prohibiting suspension of students before high school.

15) If elected, will you vote affirmatively to pass the Language Access for Education bill, which 
has been bottlenecked in the Council for three years? Why or why not?

Yes, I will fully support and vote to pass the Language Access for Education Act. All of 
our residents should have access to the information and services they need, in the 
language they need. This is a hallmark of an inclusive government that serves all 
residents and leaves no one behind. 
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This is especially true for education. We must make our schools accessible and inclusive 
to everyone, regardless of language, without barrier or fear.   

I also support the provision of the Language Access Act to levy fines on DC government 
agencies that fail to provide appropriate language services, such as interpreters or 
written materials and applications for public benefits. This is already required under DC 
law but is not widely enforced. A fine on DC government agencies that fail to comply will 
help ensure residents get the support they deserve.

Our students and families deserve better than to have such a vital program bottled up in 
committee.
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