
To the Endorsement Committee:

I am pleased to submit the following as my answer to your endorsement questionnaire as I 
pursue the office of DC Delegate to the United States Congress. As a lifelong Democrat, I am 
running for Congress to be a progressive voice that will advocate for all DC residents—in every 
neighborhood and every Ward—on Capitol Hill. The issues we face, from disenfranchisement to 
the inability to even exert local control over our city budget, have made DC residents second-
class American citizens for too long.

Too many District residents have given up on this office. They see that the Delegate doesn’t get a 
vote and assume the office can’t get anything done.  I think that’s nonsense. There is more we 
can do on the road to representation. There are steps we can take right now to relieve the 
inequality. There is absolutely a role for the Delegate to play in changing the status quo.
DC for Democracy is already playing an important role in making sure our voices are heard, in 
lifting up our progressive values and never backing down in the face of long odds. You know 
what’s at stake if we simply accept things as they are. You also know what it means to keep 
pushing until you see results.

That’s the spirit I will take with me to Congress, it’s the spirit that has defined my time in public 
service: in the Obama Administration, at the University of the District of Columbia Community 
College, and at the U.S. Department of Education. I’ve never backed down. I’ve never accepted 
“that’s just the way it is” as a reason to forego action. And I’ve always gotten results. 

Thank you for your consideration.  It would be an honor to have your support. I look forward to 
working with you to make DC a more just, more equitable and more progressive place.

Sincerely,

Kim R. Ford
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1. What is your view of the Mayor’s proposed bipartisan approach to statehood?

As a past board member and Vice Chair of DC Vote, I saw first-hand how critical it is to work 
with all Representatives in Congress.  Even when Democrats previously controlled both 
Houses, we didn’t secure statehood.  So as much as I’d love to see our fellow Democrats “save 
the day”, the strategy will not succeed if it is not bipartisan.  

The biggest hurdle to achieving statehood is that while DC residents care—and suffer the 
consequences of our status—our friends in the fifty states don’t know we’re disenfranchised and 
haven’t been given a call to action to help.

Every Mayor in recent memory has been a statehood proponent, and I believe all have 
understood that the only way to achieve this goal is through a bipartisan solution. Still their 
strategies have varied. While each Mayor has taken their own approach to the road to 
representation, the common theme is that the Mayor cannot do it alone. 

 

• Marion Barry was an unapologetic “statehood or nothing” advocate, championing 
ballot initiatives and pushing the Delegate’s Office to introduce statehood legislation. 

• Sharon Pratt Kelly was part of a series of sit-ins and was arrested in the name of 
statehood in 1993 and made national news, bringing wide attention to the issue 
beyond our region.  

• Anthony Williams leveraged his Mayoral relationships to lobby for a voting 
representative in the House. He felt it was a tangible, bipartisan possibility. And he 
effectively lobbied many Republicans to understand our plight and work with the 
District on a voting rights strategy.

2018 Democratic Primary Questionnaire
Delegate - Kim R. Ford

Page 2



• Adrian Fenty campaigned with a statehood message, though while he was in office 
he instead organized Tax Day marches and events around a voting rights and 
representation agenda. 

• Vince Gray was a staunch statehood advocate for the District and made the case for 
why equality was urgent. He included it in most every speech he made – in the 
District and around the world. He was the first Mayor to declare all DC government 
workers essential, therefore calling for the exclusion of District government from the 
nasty federal shutdown threats and debates. 

• Muriel Bowser understands, too, that the District cannot fully realize its economic and 
democratic potential until the onerous congressional hold is lifted. 

As Delegate, I will convene DC officials and lead a coordinated and joint strategy that we can all 
agree on and push in a uniform manner. A unified DC voice (Delegate, Mayor, Council) is the 
only way we will accomplish our goals. 

In addition, I will not only work both sides of the aisle on Capitol Hill to tell our story of 
disenfranchisement, I will also seek creative resources to help Americans across the country 
understand our plight and learn what they can do to help.

In the meantime, there are steps along the road to representation that we can accomplish 
legislatively if we all work together. We can lessen the extent to which District residents are 
second-class citizens with different rights than our neighbors in Maryland and Virginia. We can 
pursue judicial reforms, secure budget autonomy and get DC voices heard on committees 
where we currently have no representation. These aren’t “special privileges,” they are our rights 
as American citizens, and we deserve to be treated as equal members of our society. 

2. What is your strategy for adding more co-sponsors to the DC Statehood bills, and how 
would you differentiate the approach to the House versus the Senate?

I will support organizers in their campaigns for equal rights. But my realm, as DC’s Delegate to 
Congress, will be Capitol Hill. And, I’ll start in the chamber of which I will be a Member. 
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As a freshman legislator, I will build relationships with every colleague and impress upon them 
the full nature of the District’s inequality. I believe one of the greatest impediments to achieving 
statehood is that Members who only know the route from their part-time apartments to the 
Capitol parking lots don’t know the real DC. They don’t see our neighborhoods or our citizens. 
They don’t see the murals in Anacostia or the thriving business communities in Brookland. They 
don’t see the diversity of our eight Wards or the families that have built this city for generations. 
If all they know of DC is a caricature, they can never understand the ways in which our status 
creates inequities. So, I will create opportunities for my colleagues to see the DC I know, where 
I grew up, and where I have chosen to make my permanent home.

While partisan obstructionism rules the day, nothing replaces the effectiveness of personal 
relationships and personal stories. It’s been a long time since Members of both parties have 
participated in personal conversations about the District’s lack of voting rights and the 
disenfranchisement of one of the most powerful regions in the world. 

Unfortunately, we yield the little power we do have each time we let a Member pass an 
opportunity to speak up for us or demand our residents be treated as fair and equally as 
American’s across the country. 

Each party needs to step up and determine what it can do to provide voting rights to the District.  
And, I won’t stop until each Member of the House commits to stand by us and signs on to a bill 
that finally grants DC residents our full equality and equal protection under the law. 
This will be my #1 priority. And no bill or no other partisan positioning will deter me from focusing 
on equal rights for DC residents. 

3. What are the three most important issues where DC needs to protect itself from 
Congressional interference in the coming year? 

Of course, DC’s authority to protect its citizens by enacting sensible gun safety laws continues 
to be a perennial issue. It almost goes without saying. But specific to the coming year, I believe 
the top three issues where we could suffer most as a result of Congressional interference and 
therefore three areas where I will dedicate a lot of time to will be:

1. Securing local budget control – DC residents pay DC taxes and elect a DC City 
government to make local budgeting decisions. Why should those decisions be 
subject to the whim of a Congressman from South Carolina?

2. Protecting DC from federal government shutdowns by codifying the DC government 
shutdown exemptions into a permanent law (currently the language is in annual 
spending bills) – All Americans are hurt by a government shutdown, but none more 
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so than DC residents. A week-long government shut down jeopardizes our local 
businesses, devastates our productivity, and does serious harm to our tax base. 
Sending those ripples through our city government, which provides vital services to 
681,000 residents—just because elected officials from other areas of the country 
want to score political points—is unconscionable.

3. Removing the federal government from our judicial matters.  The federal hold over 
our men and women affiliated with the judicial system creates multiple strikes against 
them and does not position them well for re-integration.  The federal system has 
fewer resources for educational and job training programs, our residents are shipped 
hundreds of miles away from their families and support systems and the lifelong 
nature of federal charges themselves put residents at a further disadvantage. 

In addition to Congressional interference, there are other missed opportunities that can benefit 
our city and our residents.  I will bring the region together so we can have a one voice and 
advocate Congress as a unit, instead of every jurisdiction working alone.  The first regional item 
that we will tackle is the full federal funding for the St Elizabeths campus.  I will also work to 
pass student loan forgiveness legislation so that people can move forward in their careers and 
educational pursuits.   I will create internship opportunities on the Hill and at Federal Agencies 
so thousands of DC’s young people can start on a career pathway in public service.  And I will 
redefine Congressional constituent services such that every DC resident knows and can obtain 
each and every benefit and resource available to them.
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