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Campaign finance reform 

1) Will you commit to fully fund and oversee implementation of the Fair Elections Act? 

Yes – I was an original co-introducer of the Fair Elections Act, and a strong advocate for it. I 

voted in support of it on both first and second reading. I am disappointed the Mayor will not put 

funding in her budget for it, so I will work with my colleagues on the Council to identify funding in 

the FY19 budget. If it had been in place already for the 2018 campaign cycle, I would have been 

glad to participate in the program.  

 

2) Developers and large corporations dominate the campaign donor base. What is your 

position on legislation that would prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions from 

having or seeking DC contracts/grants that exceed a specified amount and for a specific time 

period? 

I strongly support legislation that prohibits donors from doing business with the District, and 

have co-introduced the Government Contractor Pay-to-Play Prevention Amendment Act 

twice. While the Supreme Court’s Citizens United ruling prohibits us from disallowing 

corporate contributions altogether, this bill creates a workaround by saying to corporations, 

you can give if you want, but then you can’t do business with us. It has the same effect 

without running afoul of the courts. That said, I’d be happy if we could just outright prohibit 

corporate giving, and I supported the effort to get it on the ballot as an initiative.  

 

Worker Rights 

3)The Council passed the Universal Paid Leave Act in 2016 and funded it 

in the FY18 budget. Explain your position on pending legislation that seeks 

to significantly change the law. 

 

I was a strong supporter of the Universal Paid Leave Act that we passed in 

2016 and I fought for its funding. This is about our values. We don’t want 

parents celebrating the joy of a new child, or those caring for loved ones 

who are ill to be forced to choose between their job or family. I do not see 

any reason to change the law that passed, and have yet to be persuaded 

that either of the new versions will improve upon what we did with the original law. Now that it is 

law, we need to focus on its full implementation, not go backward. My daughter Zoe has also 

supported paid family leave from a young age. (see photo right) 

 

 

4)What is your position on the Fair Scheduling bill, which seeks to give workers more 

predictable work schedules? 

 

Just as our workers need fair wages and benefits (sick leave, paid family leave), they also need 

predictability to care for their families. I was a co-introducer of this legislation, I voted for it in 

committee, and I voted against the motion to table it when it came before the full council. I 

believe the way the legislation is drafted it does not create a hardship for small businesses. It’s 
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meant to target large chains like Walmart, Target and Starbucks that make large profits and 

therefore should be holding themselves to a higher standard than they currently do.  

 

Tax & Budget 

5) Explain the reasons for your vote on cutting (i.e. raising the threshold for) the estate tax in 

2017. 

 

I have never been supportive of cutting the estate tax, because I believe the wealthiest among 

us should pay their fair share of taxes. Cutting the estate tax makes our tax code more 

regressive. I worked with Councilmembers Grosso and Allen last summer to offer amendments 

that would have prevented cuts to the estate tax, and also limited the size of the business that 

could have gotten franchise tax relief. Had we been successful the resulting funds (tens of 

millions) would have been directed to education and social programs. Unfortunately, we did not 

have enough votes to succeed. Once we lost that vote, I still needed to support the underlying 

budget, which included all my hard work creating new housing and supports for low-income 

families in the human services committee. I couldn’t in good conscience vote against that hard-

fought funding, and I will continue to fight against regressive policies that reward the few at the 

expense of the many. 

 

This week I co-introduced legislation that would de-couple our estate tax from the federal estate 

tax so that our threshold will not increase with the Trump tax reform measures.  

 

 

6) Explain your vote on the $82 million in tax-increment financing for the Union Market 

development. Also, explain your vote on the amendment proposing to use $18 million of those 

funds for affordable housing.  

 

As a ward Councilmember, I understand what it takes to bring resources to a community in 

need, and often how hard you have to fight to attract the services and amenities your 

constituents want and deserve. The Union Market development is akin to the DC USA 

development in Columbia Heights, which also had a parking TIF. If we had not done that TIF in 

Columbia Heights, we would not have gotten the Target and other well-utilized stores to come to 

our community. In the case of our project, longtime and new residents were part of a lengthy 

community input process about what amenities they wanted in the community and these stores 

were among them*. Unfortunately, we have seen time and again that stores like this will 

demand parking. Although it’s counter-intuitive to put a parking garage next to transit, I visit that 

garage regularly, and it is always full. In fact, it’s so well-utilized, the TIF was paid off early, in 

2014. There are tens of thousands of people who come to Columbia Heights each day using 

transit, and hundreds who come by car. It has turned out to be a good resource for our 

community. While I wasn’t in office at the time that project came together, it was what I had in 

mind when I supported my colleague in Ward 5, who is also working hard for his constituents. 

Regarding the amendment, one cannot responsibly tweak a development project on the dais at 
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the very final stage of the process. Years of hard work went into that project, and there was 

room at the table for Councilmembers who were interested in improving it at that time. The dais 

is not the place to do that. If someone had proposed doing that to any of the Ward 1 projects I 

had worked on for so long – revitalized public housing at Park Morton, affordable housing at 965 

Florida Ave, and community arts space at the Grimke School to name a few – it would have 

undermined all that work and put us years behind in delivering on our promises to the 

community.  

 

*There is a larger conversation to be had about gentrification in our community and how 

development drives that gentrification. I have legislation that provides rental assistance to long-

time small businesses to keep them from being pushed out, and in Columbia Heights in 

particular we have a tremendous amount of subsidized housing to balance out the expensive 

market-rate housing. It is that affordable housing that helps keep our ward the most diverse 

place in the District at a time when we face an affordability crisis, but there is much more to do 

in that regard.  

 

 

Environmental Issues  

7) What is your position on the Carbon Fee Rebate proposal? 

I support this proposal and have been eagerly awaiting a draft bill to which I will proudly add my 

name. I’ve been talking with advocates about this idea for the past several years and I’m eager 

to moving it forward. I served as the chair of the Local Government Advisory Committee to the 

Chesapeake Bay Council as well as chair of the Metro Washington Air Quality board to COG. I 

do this work because climate change is already impacting our world and we have a 

responsibility to do all we can to impact the behavior of our residents to help protect our 

environment. 

 

8) Will you assist the DC Reinvest campaign by supporting the passage of both the Sense 

of the Council Resolution regarding divestment from Wells Fargo as D.C.'s bank of record 

and the Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 2017?    

 

Yes. I co-introduced the Wells Fargo divestment resolution, and had actually been in the 

process of drafting my own when Councilmember Grosso asked me to join his. I continue to 

support it. I also support the Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 

2017 and only did not do so at introduction because I had not had enough notice to properly 

review it.  

 

Housing  

9) The purpose of DC’s rent stabilization program, known as Rent Control, is to preserve 

the affordability of about 80,000 units in buildings built before 1976. However, rents in these 

units have risen so rapidly that long term tenants are being priced out of their apartments. To 

prevent further loss of affordable housing, two legislative fixes are before the DC Council. B-
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0025 will limit annual rent increases to an amount equal to the Consumer Price Index. B22-

0100 will prohibit agreements between housing providers and tenants that call for rent 

increases for future tenants. In June, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Neighborhood 

Revitalization held a hearing on both bills, but they have not yet been voted on. What will you 

do to move these bills forward? 

 

I’ve spent a great deal of time on both of these bills and remain in conversation with the housing 

committee chair regarding how to make them stronger. The piece that is still missing for both of 

them is how the District will ensure that the aging housing stock (in Ward 1, the average age of 

rent controlled housing is 89 years) that is under rent control will be properly funded for basic 

maintenance as well as deferred maintenance that is impacting the dignity of our residents. Too 

often, rent controlled units become dilapidated, and we need to ensure a funding stream to 

resolve that if we intend to limit the rental income further than we have thus far.  

 

10) The Office of Planning (OP) is leading the periodic amendment cycle for the 

Comprehensive Plan (Comp Plan). OP has proposed significant revisions to the Plan, 

loosening density definitions and emphasizing that the Zoning Commission should interpret 

Comp Plan provisions as suggestive rather than prescriptive, thereby placing the 

Commission’s authority above that of the Comp Plan, which is District law. Do you support 

these changes? 

 

I support some of OP’s proposals, but I do not think they go far enough and have been working 

with the DC Housing Priorities Coalition to put a greater emphasis on affordable housing 

throughout the Comp Plan so that it is equitably meeting the demand for housing, pushing for 

more affordable housing and ensuring more protections for displacement.  

 

 

Criminal Justice 

11) What is your position on the possible construction of a new jail in DC? Will you commit to 

ensuring that a) the project is financed through public funds (subject to interest rate limits) as 

opposed to through a public private partnership (“P3”) (where interest rates can exceed 30% 

per year), and b) that the public is involved from the beginning to ensure those awaiting trial 

are treated more humanely? 

 

We owe our residents who are incarcerated a dignified space to serve their time, with 

adequate resources to support their journey. In my last campaign, I spoke to DC4D about the 

time my late uncle spent incarcerated and his journey back to society. His path was difficult, 

but made easier by the supports he received from family and community. I support building a 

new jail in DC that is more centrally located to other services needed by those awaiting trial. 

The process should absolutely include the public and those who have experience utilizing the 

services of the DC Jail. I am open to different ways of funding the project. I understand the 

desire to fund things publicly when possible, but I also have seen the value of public-private 
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partnerships, which can, if done correctly, have a better outcome for District taxpayers. That 

said, I would not support having a for-profit operator. Jails should never be a corporate profit 

center. We’ve seen too many abuses under those systems.  

 

12) The Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act prioritizes community-led, 

public health focused approaches to public safety, rather than further militarization of the police.  

Unfortunately, despite unanimous passage in 2016, the NEAR Act was only fully-funded last 

October, and several of the most important provisions of the law are still not implemented. 

 

What will you do to ensure that the life-saving and community-empowering approaches in the 

NEAR Act are fully, faithfully, transparently, and successfully implemented by the 

administration? 

 

Please be specific regarding how will you utilize the Council's oversight and budget authorities, 

as well as your personal voice, to ensure that the Mayor and administration fully and effectively 

implement this law. 

 

Criminal justice reform in the District was long overdue when the Council set out to pass the 

NEAR Act. I was a strong supporter of the legislation and voted to fund it for this fiscal year. 

Despite it being off to a slow start, I’m encouraged by what is now being implemented. I met 

with the new Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement director last week, and was 

pleased to learn he had been at the Collaborative in Ward 1 during the period of time when we 

were implementing the Gang Intervention Partnership. He has a deep understanding of how 

community engagement, both broadly and one-on-one, is a more meaningful way of addressing 

long-term public safety issues than simply increasing the police force. I have invited him to join 

me for my annual Ward 1 public safety meeting in April so he can talk about all of the people he 

has out in the field doing this work.  

 

We also just received the first data set for use of force that MPD was required to produce under 

the NEAR Act and I have been reviewing it and preparing oversight questions. I’m concerned 

that the report showed that force was used more heavily cross-racially than it was when an 

officer and subject were the same race. It showed that Black officers and female officers used 

force in a proportionately lower number of incidents than white officers. Over the years MPD has 

talked about their de-escalation trainings and how that impacts use of force and I believe this 

report shows there is more work to be done.  

 

Education  

12) After 10 years of mayoral control, we still face significant challenges in our public 

schools, as evidenced by the recent scandal of absenteeism and students graduating despite 

not meeting requirements. What is your position on maintaining mayoral control, versus 

returning authority to an elected school board? 
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It’s true that even as our children have demonstrated immense growth and their achievement 

continues to move in the right direction, there is much work to be done in our public schools. 

The news about absenteeism and graduation rates is appalling, but is not altogether surprising. 

We have been pushing our teachers harder and harder and not doing the requisite work to 

create a culture that supports them as they serve our most needy kids. I’m glad to hear from our 

Chancellor that he understands this issue and plans to focus on changing the culture among our 

school leaders. Last fall the Mayor launched a campaign to improve attendance, while the State 

Board of Education was also beginning its work on graduation standards to address some of the 

known issues revealed by the media this year. Along with the Council, our elected leaders 

continue to work together to ensure the best interests of our children are being advanced.  

 

Last year I worked with Councilmember Grosso to create the Office of Youth Outcomes. This 

office coordinates before and after-school services in our schools – tutoring, mentoring, 

extracurricular activities – and seeks to address many of the underlying issues our children deal 

with even before walking into the classroom. This work is just as critical to the success of our 

children as the work inside the classroom and I’m proud to have led the creation of the new 

office. This year I will fight for the full $25 million needed to properly fund the office, but in the 

meantime, we are implementing programs with the funding we have.  

 

The first campaign I ever worked on, at age 11, was for a school board candidate in my home 

town. I’ve seen how an elected school board can both advance good policy, and set it back. I’ve 

also seen how a Chancellor can be collaborative or obstructive. The current chancellor has 

brought a new level of transparency and collaboration to DCPS and I’m glad to work with him. I 

feel strongly that whatever system we have in place, our kids need to come first.  

 

13) What legislation do you support or propose to hold charter schools to the same 

standards as traditional public schools, particularly with regard to special education and the 

Freedom of Information Act? 

 

More than half of the children in Ward 1 attend public charter schools, which is why I believe 

it is critical that charter schools are held to the same standards as our traditional public 

schools.  

 

It has been part of my focus to ensure that all education legislation introduced in the Council 

addresses issues in both public and charter sectors. For example, I co-introduced the 

Student Fair Access to School Act of 2017 to limit suspensions and expulsions in both 

sectors. I also co-sponsored the Public Charter School Fiscal Transparency Amendment Act. 

I am in regular contact with staff and board members of the Public Charter School Board to 

ensure they are providing strong and equitable education to our kids. (cont.)  
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Simply put, it’s imperative that all of our schools provide excellent special education and that 

they are responsive to public information requests to ensure transparency. I support any 

efforts to achieve those outcomes. 

 

 

14) Will you commit to push for an immediate markup and passage of  the Language Access 

for Education bill, which has been bottlenecked in the Council for three years? Why or why 

not? 

 

Yes, I have been pushing for the markup and passage of this bill for some time now. I believe it 

complements my own Language Access Compliance Amendment Act, which increases the 

efforts of the Office of Human Rights to enforce the Language Access Act and provide 

additional technical assistance to agencies that were out of compliance. I have continued my 

efforts on this issue, advocating for additional staff to the office that oversees this law. Ward 1 is 

the most diverse ward in the District, and my constituents speak many languages. The District 

isn’t doing enough to make its services accessible to these residents. 
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