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Campaign finance reform 
1) If elected, will you commit to fully fund and oversee implementation of the Fair Elections Act? 
 

Yes. 
 
2) Developers and large corporations dominate the campaign donor base. What is your position 
on legislation that would prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions from having or 
seeking DC contracts/grants that exceed a specified amount and for a specific time period? 
 

I support legislation that would prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions 
from seeking DC contracts that exceed a specified amount and for a specified time 
period.  

 
Worker Rights 
 
3) The Council passed the Universal Paid Leave Act in 2016 and funded it in the FY18 budget. 

Explain your position on pending legislation that seeks to significantly change the law. 
 

I support universal paid leave in the District, and a funding mechanism that does not 
have the potential unintended effect of disproportionately benefitting non-District 
residents working in the District.    

 
4) What is your position on the Fair Scheduling bill, which seeks to give workers more 

predictable work schedules? 
 

I support the overall intent of fair scheduling legislation, to ensure scheduling stability for 
our workers.  I also believe it is imperative to assess current data and the fiscal impact of 
fair scheduling policies in other jurisdictions. 

 
Tax & Budget 
5) What is your view of the Council’s vote in 2017 to cut the estate tax? 
 

The vast majority of District residents did not view the D.C. Council’s vote to cut the 
estate tax as a priority. 
 

6) What is your position on the Council’s vote on the $82 million in tax-increment financing 
for the Union Market development, as well as the vote on the amendment proposing to use 
$18 million of those funds for affordable housing. 

 
Not in support. 
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Environmental Issues  
7) What is your position on the Carbon Fee Rebate proposal? 
 

I support the Carbon Fee and Rebate proposal.   
 
8) If elected, will you assist the DC Reinvest campaign by supporting the passage of both the 
Sense of the Council Resolution regarding divestment from Wells Fargo as D.C.'s bank of 
record and the Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 2017?  
  
 Yes.   
 
Housing  
9) The purpose of DC’s rent stabilization program, known as Rent Control, is to preserve the 
affordability of about 80,000 units in buildings built before 1976. However, rents in these units 
have risen so rapidly that long term tenants are being priced out of their apartments. To prevent 
further loss of affordable housing, two legislative fixes are before the DC Council. B-0025 will 
limit annual rent increases to an amount equal to the Consumer Price Index. B22-0100 will 
prohibit agreements between housing providers and tenants that call for rent increases for 
future tenants. In June, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization held 
a hearing on both bills, but they have not yet been voted on. What is your position on these two 
bills? 
 
 I support both bills, as they facilitate the preservation of the District’s rent-controlled and 

would prevent further loss of affordable housing.  The Committee on Housing and 
Neighborhood Revitalization should schedule a mark-up and vote on both bills. 
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Housing, continued 
10) The Office of Planning (OP) is leading the periodic amendment cycle for the Comprehensive 
Plan (Comp Plan). OP has proposed significant revisions to the Plan, loosening density 
definitions and emphasizing that the Zoning Commission should interpret Comp Plan provisions 
as suggestive rather than prescriptive, thereby placing the Commission’s authority above that of 
the Comp Plan, which is District law. Do you support these changes? 
 
  No, I do not support a discretionary rather than strict interpretation of the  
  Comprehensive Plan, and any adopted amendments thereto, by the Zoning 

            Commission.  
 
Criminal Justice 
11) What is your position on the possible construction of a new jail in DC? Will you commit to 
ensuring that a) the project is financed through public funds (subject to interest rate limits) as 
opposed to through a public private partnership (“P3”) (where interest rates can exceed 30% per 
year), and b) that the public is involved from the beginning to ensure those awaiting trial are 
treated more humanely? 
 
  There is no question in my mind that a new jail in DC should be constructed at 

the earliest possible time.  I respectfully believe it is premature to commit to a 
particular financing structure, before determining the size of a jail needed in 
DC; the programs that should be created based on the needs of the inmate    
population; and the space that would be needed to coordinate the provision of 
critically important human services and related social services.  The public 
should absolutely be involved from the beginning to ensure those awaiting trial 
are treated more humanely.      

 
12) The Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act prioritizes community-led, 
public health focused approaches to public safety, rather than further militarization of the police.  
Unfortunately, despite unanimous passage in 2016, the NEAR Act was only fully-funded last 
October, and several of the most important provisions of the law are still not implemented. 
 
If elected, what will you do to ensure that the life-saving and community-empowering 
approaches in the NEAR Act are fully, faithfully, transparently, and successfully implemented by 
the administration? 
 
  I would work with my colleagues to ensure effective oversight of the collaboration 

among various government and community-based stakeholders in implementing 
                       the law. 
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Please be specific regarding how, if elected, you plan to utilize the Council's oversight and 
budget authorities, as well as your personal voice, to ensure that the Mayor and administration 
fully and effectively implement this law. 
 
The four main provisions of the NEAR ACT are: 1) use of the Office of Neighborhood Safety and 
Engagement in identifying and engaging those at risk of being involved in violence; 2) pairing 
law enforcement officers with behavioral health providers to implement community crime 
prevention teams; 3) establishing an Office of Violence Prevention and Health Equity in the 
Department of Health; and 4) using data and increased training to improve policing.  Each of 
these components must be closely monitored through the DC Council’s oversight and budget 
responsibilities -- either through individual hearings held by the Chair of the respective DC 
Council Committee with oversight over the particular agency/agencies in question, or through 
joint oversight hearings.   
 
Education  
13) After 10 years of mayoral control, we still face significant challenges in our public schools, 
as evidenced by the recent scandal of absenteeism and students graduating despite not 
meeting requirements. What is your position on maintaining mayoral control, versus returning 
authority to an elected school board? 
 

The Mayor, and the DC Council through oversight authority, must remain 
committed to reducing chronic truancy in our public schools, and ensure that our 
youth graduate prepared to be successful at post-secondary or work force 
pursuits.  This commitment must be transparent to everyone in our community, 
closely monitored, and focused on improving the actual educational outcomes for 
our students.     

  
14) If elected, what legislation do you support or propose to hold charter schools to the same 
standards as traditional public schools, particularly with regard to special education and the 
Freedom of Information Act? 
 
  None at this time, but would of course be open to suggestions.   
 
15) If elected, will you commit to push for an immediate markup and passage of the Language 
Access for Education bill, which has been bottlenecked in the Council for three years? Why or 
why not? 
 

Yes, because it is needed.  I would also work diligently with colleagues towards 
finding a solution that addresses the D.C. Public Charter School Board’s position 
regarding the Language Access for Education bill.  

 
Submitted by Lori Parker, Candidate for D.C. Council Ward 1  February 8, 2018 


