
Campaign Finance Reform:

1) If elected, will you commit to fully fund and oversee implementation of the Fair Elections Act?

A: Yes.  I am the Chair of Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 5E and this 
matter came before our ANC in December 2017.  I drafted a resolution in support of the 
act and under my leadership and encouragement, the commission passed it by a nearly 
unanimous vote of 8 to 1.  The resolution is enumerated ANC5E Resolution No. 2017-015. 
It can be accessed on our website: www.anc5edc.org.

2) Developers and large corporations dominate the campaign donor base. What is your position 
on legislation that would prohibit businesses that make campaign contributions from having or 
seeking DC contracts/grants that exceed a specified amount and for a specific time period?

A: I would be in favor of such legislation.  

Worker Rights:

3) The Council passed the Universal Paid Leave Act in 2016 and funded it in the FY18 budget. 
Explain your position on pending legislation that seeks to significantly change the law.

A: I support the Universal Paid Leave Act of 2016.  At the same time, however, I 
understand that it is important that we maintain an environment in which business can 
continue to operate within the District of Columbia.  Businesses that leave the District of 
Columbia, take jobs with them, thus increasing unemployment. I would be willing to 
consider reasonable amendments to the act which would insure that workers maintain 
the benefits  of the 2016 law without forcing businesses to flee to the friendlier  confines 
of Maryland and Virginia.  I have not studied the fine print of all of the five proposed bills, 
but it seems to me that the Paid Leave Compensation Act of 2017 and the Universal Paid 
Leave Compensation for Workers Amendment Act of 2017 have merit.  Again, I have not 
studied the details of either bill but I would be willing to give each of them  a hard look to 
see how they might impact the effectiveness of the 2016 law.

4) What is your position on the Fair Scheduling bill, which seeks to give workers more 
predictable work schedules?

A: I am  in favor of the Fair  Scheduling Bill.  It seems to be common-sense legislation 
that employers could and would adjust to over a reasonable time frame.  Threats by 
companies like Wegmans to leave the District if the bill is  passed harken to bully tactics.  
I would call their bluff.  If those large companies pull out, I have no doubt that other 
businesses would fill their void.  
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Tax & Budget:
5) What is your view of the Council’s vote in 2017 to cut the estate tax?

A: This answer may cost me the support of DC for Democracy but I am going to be 
honest.  I am in favor of the Council’s vote to raise the DC Estate Tax threshold to the 
federal level.  This is an area I do know quite a bit about.  In my law  practice, one of my 
areas of specific focus is on estate planning and I know that the $2 Million DC Estate Tax 
threshold has virtually no impact on the wealthy.  Rather, it negatively impacts middle 
class residents.  The wealthy have highly compensated, skilled estate planning attorneys 
who draft various forms of trust agreements that effectively shield their assets from the 
DC Estate Tax.  On the other hand, middle class residents, who own their  own homes, 
and have worked for thirty to forty years to accumulate  a half a million to two million 
dollars in cumulative retirement savings spread across 401 K plans, CD’s and bank 
savings accounts, are the individuals who are impacted by the D.C. $2 Million threshold 
Estate Tax.  As I see it, increasing in the estate tax threshold to the federal level benefits 
middle class, long term DC residents and encourages them to live  out their retirement 
years right here in the District. 

6) What is your position on the Council’s vote on the $82 million in tax-increment financing for 
the Union Market development, as well as the vote on the amendment proposing to use $18 
million of those funds for affordable housing. 

A: In general, my position on tax-increment financing (TIF) is that it ought to be done 
sparingly.  TIFs tend to raise the District’s debt, which inevitably leads to an increase in 
property taxes.  Property taxes are  a significant factor in driving elderly and long term 
residents out of the District, while accelerating the gentrification of neighborhoods.  To 
be clear, I am not opposed to an influx of new residents.  I am concerned, however, when 
that influx is paired with a mass exodus of the old.  I believe that there is room for all of 
us in the District of Columbia.  Yet, in order for that to happen, we need to be serious 
about sustainable smart growth and the manner in which we advocate for true affordable 
housing.  Affordable housing is  a concept that too many in positions of power throw 
around merely to gain political support.  I have firsthand experience in dealing with this 
issue.  On numerous occasions, developers  have come before  ANC5E seeking support 
for their projects.  When approached, we always make it a point to demand that those 
developers offer affordable housing at levels which exceed the minimums required under 
current DC law.  I believe that we need to raise  those minimum  levels.  At first glance, the 
Union Market TIF funding seems to be a step backward.  Admittedly, I haven’t waded 
through the weeds of the  Union Market funding measure so I wouldn’t describe my 
position on this matter as being inflexible, but those are my thoughts on it at this time. 

Environmental Issues:
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7) What is your position on the Carbon Fee Rebate proposal?

A: I am definitely in support of carbon fee rebates.  For the  last five years, I have 
been a student at the Harvard University Extension School working towards a masters in 
Sustainability and Environmental Management.  I understand, probably better than 
anyone currently serving on the Council, that we must take dramatic and comprehensive 
action to reduce greenhouse gases or we are going to literally cook the planet.  Some 
years ago, an organization was formed taking the name 350.org.  The name was chosen 
based of studies that indicated that the maximum  safe level of carbon dioxide in the 
Earth’s atmosphere would be 350 parts per million (ppm).  In a few short years, we 
passed right through that level.  Today, in February 2018, it is estimated that we have 
reached a CO2 level of 408 ppm.  What does that mean in terms of climate change?  
Think about this:  Globally, seventeen of the eighteen hottest years on record have 
occurred in this century, those years  being 2001 through 2017.  The other hottest year on 
record was 1998.

 The polar ice caps are  melting at an alarming rate.  That means that sea level is rising.  
Rising sea level threatens coastal cities and poor island nations.  In addition, trapped 
under the permafrost in Greenland and Antarctica and deep under the ocean floor, are 
vast quantities of methane, a greenhouse gas that is 30 times more heat trapping than 
CO2.  Once the oceans warm to a certain level, and that methane is  released into the 
atmosphere, we will be at the point of no return, the  point from which there will be 
nothing we can do to halt the destruction of life  on this planet as we know it.  What does 
all of that have to do with our local political decisions?  Everything.  D.C. is on planet 
Earth and we are global citizens.  

On a related front, I am also in favor of banning gas powered leaf blowers, another small 
but not insignificant source of CO2.  Councilmember Cheh has introduced a bill before 
the Council which calls for the banning of the sale and use of gasoline powered leaf 
blowers in the  District of Columbia effective January 1, 2022.,   I believe  that legislation 
make sense and I am currently in the process of persuading ANC5E to pass a resolution 
in support of it.  It’s one small step but every step is important. 

8) If  elected, will you assist the DC Reinvest campaign by supporting the passage of both the 
Sense of the Council Resolution regarding divestment from Wells Fargo as D.C.'s bank of 
record and the Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 2017?   

A:  The question of support for the Sense of the  Council Resolution for me is a no 
brainer.  It would be indefensible not to reconsider the relationship that the District of 
Columbia has with Wells  Fargo, given the  institution’s alleged history of racially 
discriminatory lending practices, its funding of the Dakota Access Pipeline, and its 
investment in the private  prison industry.  In keeping with that position, I support the 
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Strengthening the Community Development Amendment Act of 2017.   We should 
constantly evaluate, review and reconsider whether the financial institutions that the 
District deals with are acting in socially responsible in matters affecting the citizens of 
the District of Columbia as well as the global community.

Housing:

9) The purpose of  DC’s rent stabilization program, known as Rent Control, is to preserve the 
affordability of about 80,000 units in buildings built before 1976. However, rents in these units 
have risen so rapidly that long term tenants are being priced out of  their apartments. To prevent 
further loss of affordable housing, two legislative fixes are before the DC Council. B-0025 will 
limit annual rent increases to an amount equal to the Consumer Price Index. B22-0100 will 
prohibit agreements between housing providers and tenants that call for rent increases for 
future tenants. In June, 2017, the Committee on Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization held 
a hearing on both bills, but they have not yet been voted on. What is your position on these two 
bills?

A:  At first glance, these two pieces of legislation seem reasonable.  I will admit, 
however, that I am  not prepared to take a definitive position on them until I have read the 
fine print and studied the implications.  While these pieces of legislation seem 
reasonable, I am somewhat hesitant to throw  my full support behind them  because I 
know  too many people who have rented single apartments or who have owned and 
rented small apartment buildings and who have been nearly bankrupted by rental 
regulations that are disproportionately unfair to small landlords.  If the proposed 
legislative measures are crafted to allow  reasonable exemptions for the retired couple 
who rents the basement unit in their home, for example, I may be  able to support them.  
But, if they simply treat those small landlords in the same way that they treat the owners 
of major apartment complexes, I might be inclined to withhold my support.  

10) The Office of  Planning (OP) is leading the periodic amendment cycle for the Comprehensive 
Plan (Comp Plan). OP has proposed significant revisions to the Plan, loosening density 
definitions and emphasizing that the Zoning Commission should interpret Comp Plan provisions 
as suggestive rather than prescriptive, thereby placing the Commission’s authority above that of 
the Comp Plan, which is District law. Do you support these changes?

A: No, I do not support these revisions.  Prior to my service as an Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissioner, I led a successful effort in my neighborhood to stop the 
city from leasing a vacant public school building to an organization with plans to use the 
building for a purpose that was contrary to the  neighborhood’s interests.  When 
testifying before the Council of the District of Columbia on that matter, I was asked by 
then Chairman Vincent Gray if my neighborhood had a Small Area Plan.  I told him we 
had been asking for one for decades but to no avail.  He promised that we would get one.  
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Months later, after he was elected Mayor, I reminded him of his promise and in the next 
budget cycle, Mayor Gray put money into his budget.  The result was the Mid-East Small 
Area Plan.  Given my experience in this arena, I would be deeply concerned if the Zoning 
Commission were allowed to substitute its  own judgment for the mandates in the 
Comprehensive Plan.

Criminal Justice:
11) What is your position on the possible construction of a new  jail in DC? Will you commit to 
ensuring that a) the project is financed through public funds (subject to interest rate limits) as 
opposed to through a public private partnership (“P3”) (where interest rates can exceed 30% per 
year), and b) that the public is involved from the beginning to ensure those awaiting trial are 
treated more humanely?

A: To answer the first part of this question, yes, I would commit to seeing that the 
new  D.C. Jail is  funded by public money.  Private funding of jail and prison construction 
is the foundation of the school to prison pipeline.  The concept there  is that investors  in 
private prisons invest money based on the prospect of long term returns on that 
investment.  To realize those returns, they have to count on the expectation that the 
prisons, once they are legislatively approved, bonded, built, staffed and open, will have 
an adequate number of “customers”  Since  that whole process is estimated to take about 
15 years from start to finish, those “customers” are today’s elementary school children 
who will fit the 18 to 27 year old demographic by the time the prisons open for business.  
Publicly funding prison construction takes the profit incentive out of the school to prison 
pipeline so I’m all in for public as opposed to private funding. 
 
As to the second part of the question, public oversight and accountability is critical to 
insuring that the new  D.C. Jail is a more humane place.  Early in my legal career, I spent 
ten years representing indigent defendants through the  District of Columbia’s Criminal 
Justice Act (CJA) program.  In that capacity, I saw what happens to fearful, young first 
offenders once they are exposed to an inhumane jail system.  They become jaded and 
instead of moving toward rehabilitation, they are pushed toward recidivism.  Regardless 
of the alleged crime, those held in our jail should be treated humanely  and with the 
expectation of rehabilitation and eventual restoration one they are released.    

12) The Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act prioritizes community-led, 
public health focused approaches to public safety, rather than further militarization of the police.  
Unfortunately, despite unanimous passage in 2016, the NEAR Act was only fully-funded last 
October, and several of the most important provisions of the law are still not implemented.

If elected, what will you do to ensure that the life-saving and community-empowering 
approaches in the NEAR Act are fully, faithfully, transparently, and successfully implemented by 
the administration?
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Please be specific regarding how, if elected, you plan to utilize the Council's oversight and 
budget authorities, as well as your personal voice, to ensure that the Mayor and administration 
fully and effectively implement this law.

A: It seems to me that the answer to this question is pretty simple.  The Mayor does 
not have the authority to pass a budget for the District of Columbia any more than the 
President has the  authority to pass a budget for the nation.  I would not vote to pass a 
budget that does not fund the NEAR Act.  I am aware that the Council unanimously voted 
the act into law in 2016.  But there  have  been two budget cycles since then so why has 
the Council continued to approve the Mayor’s budget requests  without funding for 
NEAR.  The Council has the power to tie  funding for the NEAR Act to funding for other 
pet projects, like the  projects to develop the Saint Elizabeth’s  Hospital, Walter Reed and 
McMillan Sand Filtration sites.  It’s  a quid pro quo negotiation.  If you want to fund 
infrastructure and tax incentives for the big development projects, you have  to fund the 
NEAR Act.  We all want Washington, DC to be the “shinning city on the hill”, but we can’t, 
at the same time, neglect the most vulnerable in the District of Columbia.  

Funding of the NEAR Act is not just important, it’s critical.  From a national perspective, 
the United States has 4 1/2% of the world’s population but almost 25% of the world’s 
prisoners.  724 out of every 100,000 U.S. residents are  incarcerated, a figure which 
represents the highest rate of incarceration in the world and five times the average 
worldwide national incarceration rate.  Yet crime, and specifically violent crime, 
continues to be at or near the top of the list of concerns for  most residents.  What should 
be obvious from these observations is  that we can’t arrest our way to a crime free 
society.  I applaud the concept of the NEAR Act and I would advocate for the Council and 
the Mayor to fully fund it and to constantly look for ways to improve its scope and 
effectiveness.  I would also insist that the successes and failures of the operations 
pursued under the act be published and touted to the general public.  I have found that 
most active citizens have heard of the NEAR Act but relatively few have any idea what it 
is or what it is designed to accomplish.  I would favor more community engagement, 
perhaps in the form of town hall meetings or the establishment of voluntary citizens 
councils, similar to the MPD Citizen’s Advisory Councils, which would be set up in each 
ward to provide advice and counsel to members of the Council and local Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissioners as to how  the NEAR Act is actually working in their 
respective communities.  If ever there was a situation in which stakeholder engagement 
is vital, this seems to me to be one of those situations.  

Education:
 
13) After 10 years of  mayoral control, we still face significant challenges in our public schools, 
as evidenced by the recent scandal of  absenteeism and students graduating despite not 
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meeting requirements. What is your position on maintaining mayoral control, versus returning 
authority to an elected school board?

A: First of all, as a general proposition, I believe that more democracy is almost 
always better than less  democracy.  Having specialized expertise at one’s  disposal is  a 
good thing.  But when it comes down to broad policy decisions, like  if, when and how  to 
use standardized testing for example, democratic institutions, in my view, almost always 
trump (if I might use that term in today’s parlance) obliarchical dictates.  Coming from 
that perspective and looking at the failures of the District’s experiment over the past 
several years with a chancellor run system, I think we should return authority to an 
elected school board.  Furthermore, I think there should be qualifications on who is 
eligible to serve on the school board.  In general, I believe that to qualify to run for school 
board, a prospective  candidate  should have a certain amount of experience as an 
educator or perhaps a school administrator.  School board shouldn’t be just a stepping 
stone to higher office or a position sought after out of ego.  We need people who have a 
demonstrated stake in the education of young people; people with a passion for the 
work.  And once they are in place, we ought to let them use their experience and their 
passion to the benefit of our students, always with the understanding that if they fail to 
do so, they can and will be replaced by the voters every four years.

14) If elected, what legislation do you support or propose to hold charter schools to the same 
standards as traditional public schools, particularly with regard to special education and the 
Freedom of Information Act?

A: To begin with, I find it reprehensible that charter school can recruit students, get 
public funds based on their initial enrollment levels, and then expel those students they 
find challenging but keep the money for that whole term no matter how early in the term 
they those students are expelled.  The traditional public schools don’t have that option.  
They are required to accept every student within their respective geographical 
boundaries.  So when the charter schools decide that certain students and/or their 
families are too much to deal with, the local neighborhood traditional public schools are 
forced to take in those expelled schools and to meet their needs on the fixed budget that 
they, the traditional schools, started out the year with.  I would propose legislation that 
would deduct money from the subsequent quarter’s allocation for every day an expelled 
student misses from school.  

I also don’t like  the lack of accountability enjoyed by charter schools.  Public charter 
schools should be held to the same accountability standards as traditional public 
schools.  I would propose legislation that would give an elected school board final 
oversight over both the traditional public schools and the public charter schools.  The 
charter schools would still be allowed to manage themselves but when it comes to 
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promotion and graduation standards, the elected school board would establish 
parameters that all would have to abide by.

15) If  elected, will you commit to push for an immediate markup and passage of the Language 
Access for Education bill, which has been bottlenecked in the Council for three years? Why or 
why not?

A: Yes.  The demographics of our population have changed significantly over the 
past three years.  This proposed legislation is a common-sense fairness measure.  In my 
view, we should not use terms like diversity and inclusion if we don’t mean them. I do not 
see any reason why the Language Access for Education bill should not be moved out of 
committee for action by the full Council of the District of Columbia without further delay.
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